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Chirality logic gates

Yi Zhang'?, Yadong Wang', Yunyun Dai’, Xueyin Bai', Xuerong Hu'-3, Luojun Du’, Hai Hu*,
Xiaoxia Yang?, Diao Li’, Qing Dai* Tawfique Hasan®, Zhipei Sun'-2*

The ever-growing demand for faster and more efficient data transfer and processing has brought optical com-
putation strategies to the forefront of research in next-generation computing. Here, we report a universal com-
puting approach with the chirality degree of freedom. By exploiting the crystal symmetry—enabled well-known
chiral selection rules, we demonstrate the viability of the concept in bulk silica crystals and atomically thin semi-
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conductors and create ultrafast (<100-fs) all-optical chirality logic gates (XNOR, NOR, AND, XOR, OR, and NAND)
and a half adder. We also validate the unique advantages of chirality gates by realizing multiple gates with
simultaneous operation in a single device and electrical control. Our first demonstrations of logic gates using
chiral selection rules suggest that optical chirality could provide a powerful degree of freedom for future optical

computing.

INTRODUCTION

Modern high-speed mobile networks and Internet of Things
devices are generating exponentially increasing amounts of data.
This has driven the rapid development of optical computing and
processing because of their fully reconfigurable ability (1, 2) and
multifunction programmability (3). All-optical logic gates are indis-
pensable components and have been demonstrated to perform all-
optical calculations, including additions and multiplications (4).
Current all-optical logic gates mainly use linear and nonlinear
optical effects (5, 6). With the linear optical approaches, common
logic gates have been demonstrated in various optical structures,
such as nanowire networks (4), photonic crystals (7, 8), plasmonic
waveguides (9-12), and diffractive metasurfaces (13). All-optical
logic gates are also reported via nonlinear optical effects in different
photonic structures, such as silicon resonators (14), waveguides
(15), and photonic crystal structures (16, 17).

Similar to different particles such as electrons and molecules,
photons have an intrinsic degree of freedom, chirality (17).
Optical chirality, defined by left-handed (07) and right-handed
(0") circularly polarized light, has attracted huge interest in funda-
mental research and applications [e.g., quantum technology (18),
chiral nonlinear optics (19), sensing (20), imaging (21), and valley-
tronics (22-28)]. Here, we report universal logic gates via nonlinear
optics with the chirality degree of freedom. Exploiting the well-
studied chiral selection rules enabled by threefold rotational sym-
metry in bulk silica and monolayer MoS,, we validate a range of ul-
trafast chirality logic gates (XNOR, NOR, AND, XOR, OR, and
NAND) and a half adder. We also present the operation of multiple
chirality logic gates simultaneously in a single device based on the
broad bandwidth feature of phase matching—free nonlinear optics.
Furthermore, we demonstrate electrical control of the chirality
optical gates through valley exciton resonance in monolayer
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MoS,, offering exciting possibilities for electrically configurable
optical computing.

RESULTS

Operation principle of the chirality logic gates

Figure 1 shows the operation principle of logic gates with the chi-
rality degree of freedom. Two optical beams (i.e., labeled as IN1 and
IN2) with specific optical chirality (i.e., 0~ or ¢*, considered as
input logic 0/1) are incident onto a nonlinear optical material to
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Fig. 1. lllustration of the chirality logic gate and its concept universality in the
selection of materials and optical processes. The generated output signal (i.e.,
OUT) in a nonlinear optical process is determined by the chirality of the two input
beams (i.e., INT and IN2). The top right inset shows a top view of monolayer MoS,
and bulk SiO, with threefold rotational symmetry to indicate the concept univer-
sality in the material selection. The bottom left inset presents the concept univer-
sality in the selection of nonlinear optical processes. IN and OUT denote the input
and output beams, respectively.
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implement the logic operation. According to the chirality of the two
input beams, four input combinations, ie., (O, 0n)
(01, 012)> (011, 0hs), and (o, 0py,) [corresponding to
(0,0), (0,1), (1,1), and (1,0)], are possible. The generated output
signal (i.e., labeled as OUT in Fig. 1) is considered as logic 1/0
(based on the presence/absence of the output signal) in the nonlin-
ear optical process (bottom left inset of Fig. 1).

Here, we present an example of using the chiral selection rules in
nonlinear optics for the demonstration of the chirality logic gates.
For example, nonlinear optics [e.g., four-wave mixing (FWM), sum-
frequency generation (SFG), and second-harmonic generation
(SHG)] in a material with threefold rotational symmetry under
chiral incident light are governed by the angular momentum con-
servation (29)

GOUTh _GINh = 3Nh (1)

where ooyt and o7 indicate the spin angular momentum of
output and input beams (corresponding to the chirality), respective-
ly; N is an integer; and 3N7 denotes the angular momenta of the
crystal lattice originating from the threefold rotational symmetry.
Therefore, the generated output signal in the nonlinear optical
process (bottom left inset of Fig. 1) is determined by the chirality
of the two input beams. Accordingly, chirality-based logic process-
ing units can be constructed following the chiral selection rules (ex-
perimental demonstrations will be shown in the next section). We
highlight that the chiral selection rule in the nonlinear optics (26—
29) is enabled by the structure symmetry, fundamentally different
from the valley-selective circular dichroism (e.g., photolumines-
cence) of transition metal dichalcogenides (22-25).

Experimental demonstration of universal chirality

logic gates

As an example to demonstrate the chirality logic gate operation
principle (Fig. 1), we first demonstrate an XNOR logic gate as dis-
cussed above with FWM in bulk silica and monolayer MoS,,
because of their chiral selection rules of the nonlinear optics
enabled by the threefold rotational symmetry in their crystal
lattice (top right inset of Fig. 1) (30). However, we note that the
general concept and demonstration here can be applied not only
to other transition metal dichalcogenides and their heterostructures
(31) but also to other materials and even structures [e.g., hybrid
metamaterials (32) and metasurfaces (33)] with threefold rotational
symmetry. Details on the possibility of applying the operation prin-
ciple to materials with different rotational symmetries are given in
table S1. Figure 2A illustrates the energy level diagram of a degen-
erate FWM process and the chiral selection rules in bulk silica and
monolayer MoS,, where two input beams (i.e., IN1 and IN2) at the
frequency of w; and w, produce the output beam (i.e., OUT) at the
frequency of 2w; — w,. Figure 2B shows the measured FWM spectra
under different input chirality conditions when the wavelengths of
the two input beams are ~800 nm (~1.5 uW) and 1036 nm (~8.5
uW). Note that all output spectra are measured under incident
beams with four different chirality combinations in a real case (ex-
perimental setup and sample fabrication are given in Materials and
Methods). According to the chiral selection rules (Fig. 2A) enabled
by threefold rotational symmetry in bulk silica and monolayer
MoS,, the generated FWM peak appears (logic 1) at ~651 nm,
only when both the two input beams have the same chirality (e.g.,
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o~ or o). Here, the conversion efficiency of FWM is ~3.4 x 1077%
and third-order susceptibility | ng) | is ~1.9 x 107" m?*/V2 When
the two input circularly polarized beams have opposite chirality
(i.e., one with ¢* and the other with 6~), FWM is not observed
(logic 0). Therefore, as discussed above, if the chirality of the
input beams is defined as a value of 0 and 1 (corresponding to o~
and o* circular polarizations) and the presence or absence of the
FWM signal at the output is considered as logic 1 or 0, respectively,
an XNOR logic gate is realized. The results in bulk SiO, (Fig. 2B,
top) and monolayer MoS, (Fig. 2B, bottom) all agree well with
the theoretical chiral selection rule in Fig. 2A and confirm the
XNOR logic gate operation. The truth table of the demonstrated
chirality XNOR gate with corresponding inputs and outputs is
shown in Fig. 2C. Note that the gate operation in bulk SiO, and
monolayer MoS, underlines the universality of the chirality gate
concept in the material selection.

Figure 2D shows the cross-correlation FWM spectrum of the two
input beams (the pulse width of the two input beams is ~60 fs) in
MoS,, indicating the operation speed information of the logic gate.
The full width at half maximum of the cross-correlation FWM
spectra is ~78 fs, comparable with the input pulse width. This re-
flects the intrinsic ~femtosecond ultrafast response (34) of the
logic gate far beyond our measurement resolution limited by the
input pulse width. Such an ultrafast operation speed, combined
with two-dimensional (2D) atomic thickness, makes our approach
ideal for future ultrafast nanophotonic on-chip applications.

We note that the same chirality logic gate concept can be applied
to other nonlinear optical processes beyond FWM. For example, we
experimentally construct an XNOR gate with SFG (see fig. S3) with
the same incident wavelengths as FWM and Buffer and NOT gates
with SHG with an incident beam at 800 nm (~1.5 uW) in monolayer
MoS, (see fig. S5). This also underlines the universal applicability of
the chirality logic gate concept with different nonlinear optical
processes.

Diversity of chirality logic gates

Using the same basic device structure in the example of monolayer
MoS,, we also realize different chirality logic gates by taking advan-
tage of the fact that the optical chirality can be flexibly changed with
linear optical components. As shown in fig. S6A, the generated
FWM presents different chirality based on the chiral selection
rules. When the two input beams are of the same 0~ (¢) circular
polarization, the generated FWM has the same o~ (0*) chirality.
Therefore, a chirality NOR logic gate can be realized (Fig. 3A)
after inserting a left-handed circular polarization filter (LCPF), con-
sisting of a quarter—wave plate and a polarizer. The generated FWM
signal with o~ chirality when the input beams have o~ circular po-
larization can go through the LCPF (logic 1). On the other hand,
when the input beams have ¢* circular polarization, the generated
FWM signal with o* chirality will be blocked by the LCPF, giving a
logic 0 output. Figure 3B shows the measured FWM spectra behind
LCPF (Fig. 3A) with different input conditions. In this case, the
system (i.e., MoS, + LCPF; Fig. 3A) represents a NOR logic gate
(truth table shown in Fig. 3C). Note that by inserting a right-
handed circular polarization filter (RCPF) behind MoS,, only
FWM with o* chirality can be observed when the two input
beams are of the same ¢* circular polarization. Thus, a chirality
AND logic gate can be readily constructed using the same operation
principle.
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Fig. 2. Chirality XNOR logic gate. (A) The optical chirality—-dependent selection
rule in FWM due to threefold rotational symmetry in materials. (B) The normalized
FWM output spectra in bulk SiO, and monolayer MoS; under the excitation of two
input beams with different chirality combinations. (C) The truth table of the chiral-
ity XNOR logic gate. (D) The normalized cross-correlation spectrum of the FWM
signal in MoS, with a Gauss fit. a.u., arbitrary units.

Exploiting a similar concept, we also construct a chirality XOR
logic gate based on FWM. In this instance, we insert a half-wave
plate in the path of input beam 2 to flip its input chirality
(Fig. 3D) before the monolayer MoS,. Figure 3E shows the mea-
sured FWM spectra after the insertion of the half-wave plate.
Because of the flipped chirality of input beam 2, we can only
observe the FWM spectra when the two inputs have opposite chi-
rality, different from the previous XNOR gate case (Fig. 2B). When
one input beam is 0~ (0%) circularly polarized and the other input
beam is 6" (07) circularly polarized, the generated FWM appears
with 67 (0") chirality (see fig. S6B). Therefore, a chirality XOR
logic gate is constructed (truth table shown in Fig. 3F). On the
basis of the same working principle, we also present the designs
of chirality OR and NAND logic gates and a half adder in figs. S8
and S9. The demonstrations and proposed designs offer the possi-
bility of constructing complex logic expressions and networks with
our chirality concept. These logic gates could also be readily con-
structed using bulk SiO,.

Simultaneous multiple chirality logic gates

We next demonstrate the simultaneous construction and operation
of multiple chirality logic gates in parallel by using the broadband
feature of phase matching—free nonlinear optics in the MoS, mono-
layer. Figure 4A shows the measured SHG, SFG, and FWM spectra
from monolayer MoS, when the input beams have both ¢~ circular
polarization with w; (~800 nm, ~1.5 pW) and w, (~1036 nm, ~8.5
uW). There are four peaks, including two SHG peaks at 2w; (~400
nm) and 2w, (~518 nm), an SFG peak at w; + w, (~451 nm), and an
FWM peak at 2w; — w, (~651 nm), respectively. The SFG peak is
stronger than the SHG peaks, mainly because both input beams
contribute to the SFG process and result in higher input power.
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The FWM peak is lower since it is a third-order nonlinear
process, which is typically smaller than the second-order nonlinear
process (e.g., SHG and SFG). As discussed, SHG, SFG, and FWM in
monolayer MoS, can be used to construct various chirality logic
gates (Figs. 2 and 3 and figs. S3 to S5). Therefore, we present a sche-
matic design (Fig. 4B) to simultaneously realize various chirality
logic gates in parallel by inserting a beam splitter behind the
MoS, monolayer to detect the SFG, FWM, and SHG signals simul-
taneously, i.e., the multiple chirality XNOR, NOR, and Buffer
(NOT) logic gates (labeled in Fig. 4A). Note that another beam split-
ter, an LCPF, and an RCPF are also added behind the beam splitter
to realize the Buffer (NOT) gate (as shown in fig. S5D) and NOR
gate (as shown in Fig. 3A) simultaneously. Such simultaneous con-
struction of multiple logic gates in a single device is fundamentally
different from the previously demonstrated parallel electronic and
optical logic gates, which typically show only one logic operation
capability.

We also demonstrate simultaneous multiple chirality logic gates
at other input wavelengths (results with w; ~ 800 nm and w, ~ 860
nm in fig. §7). This can prove the wavelength-independent nature of
our concept, which verifies that the well-established chiral selection
rule of the nonlinear process (e.g., FWM, SFG, and SHG) is based
on angular momentum conservation enabled by the crystal symme-
try (27-29). Thus, our proposed chirality logic gate, in principle, can
work without bandwidth limitation, which is beneficial for logic cir-
cuits. Notably, this is unlike the previously demonstrated nonlinear
optical logic gates and the recently proposed valley-selective linear
optical logic gates (25) that typically work at specific wavelengths.
We further note that similar results [e.g., simultaneous observation
of SHG, SFG, and FWM (35); simultaneous observation of SHG and
difference frequency generation (36); and simultaneous observation
of SHG, third-harmonic generation, and higher-order harmonic
generation (37)] have been reported before with linearly polarized
pump beams. Therefore, in principle, our simultaneous construc-
tion of multiple logic gates with different nonlinear optical process-
es at a broad input wavelength range fully opens up the possibility of
fabricating complex chirality logic gate networks. We additionally
note that all the logic device concepts demonstrated above can be
realized using bulk/thin-film materials with threefold rotational
symmetry, making this approach to optical computing universal
and not confined to a single active material.

Electrical control of the chirality logic gates

Traditionally, it is challenging to control optical gates electronically.
Recently, it has been reported that electrically tuned SHG (38) and
FWM (35) in monolayer transition metal dichalcogenides on
exciton resonance with linearly polarized pump beams. Here, we
extend the same mechanism from the linearly polarized light
(35,38) to circularly polarized light and demonstrate an electrically
reconfigurable chirality logic gate. This offers a practical approach
to configure the chirality logic gate concept demonstrated here with
the valley degree of freedom for interfacing between electrical and
optical computing.

Figure 5A shows the schematic illustration of the proof-of-
concept demonstration of an electrically tunable chirality logic
gate with monolayer MoS, and the optical image of the monolayer
MoS, channel with drain (D) and source (S) electrodes. Detailed
fabrication of the gated MoS, device is given in Materials and
Methods. We carry out the chirality logic gate experiment when
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Fig. 3. Diversity of chirality logic gates. (A) Schematic illustration of NOR gate. (B) Output FWM spectra behind LCPF. (C) Truth table of NOR chirality logic gate. (D)
Schematic illustration of XOR gate. (E) Output FWM spectra after the insertion of the half-wave plate in input beam 2. (F) Truth table of XOR chirality logic gate. The similar

concept applies to bulk SiO,.

the input beams both have o* circular polarization at the frequen-
cies of w; (~800 nm, ~1.5 pW) and w, (~1036 nm, ~8.5 uW), which
can generate an FWM peak at 2w; — w, (~651 nm) around A-
exciton of monolayer MoS, (see fig. S10). Figure 5B shows the mea-
sured peak intensity of the FWM signal (bottom) under the gate
voltage modulation (top). As observed, the FWM signal changes
with the external voltage, which is caused by the reduced exciton
oscillation strength with the extra injected electrons (35, 38). The
nonuniform modulation depth of the FWM signal is likely caused
by the degradation and the heat effect of the gate material ion gel
under the external gate voltage, which also limits the response of
the demonstration. In principle, the demonstrated fast (up to a
few tens of gigahertz) MoS, transistors can possibly enable high-
speed electrical control. Nevertheless, the electrical modulation of
chirality logic gates sheds light on the interfacing between electrical
and optical computing toward next-generation mixed and hybrid
computing.

The ON/OFF ratio of a logic gate is of paramount importance for
building logic networks. In our chirality logic gates, the chirality of
the output signal, as an excellent alternative to conventional electri-
cally controlled logic gates, is determined by the inherent material
characteristics, such as inversion symmetry breaking (39) or three-
fold rotational symmetry of monolayer MoS, (30). As demonstrat-
ed, the output signal intensity is absent when the two inputs have
opposite chirality. This indicates that the output ON/OFF states of
the chirality logic gate could be unambiguously identified for
applications.

Future perspectives

The speed advantage of optical computing is a substantial motiva-
tion for developing all-optical logic gates. In our measurement, the
speed of our chirality logic gate is less than ~100 fs, which is mainly
limited by the input pulse duration (Fig. 2D). Note that the nonlin-
ear optical effects (such as FWM and SFG) are coherent and typi-
cally occur at ~tens of femtoseconds (34). This indicates that such
coherent optical processes allow much faster operation speed.
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Recently, optical chirality has been successfully used to address
valley polarization and chiral photoluminescence in monolayer
semiconductors and their heterostructures because of symmetry
breaking (22-24). In principle, such unique valley-based linear
optical properties can also enable multifunctional logic gates via
noncoherent photoluminescence and absorption effects (25). In
contrast, our demonstrated chirality logic gates with nonlinear
optics offer advantages of atomically thin footprint, multiple pro-
cessing, electrical tunability with valley, and ultrafast processing
speed across a wide range of wavelengths. Furthermore, the logic
gate concept can be enriched with various operational ideas in 2D
materials and their heterostructures [e.g., the interfacing between
electronic and optical gates via spin-orbit coupling (40) or spin-
valley diffusion (41) and optical memories with long-lived valley
lifetime (42)].

Toward future practical applications, we need to enhance the
nonlinear conversion efficiency. We note that high nonlinear
optical conversion efficiency has been reported in 2D materials
[e.g., up to >0.2% in NbOI, nanosheets (43)], which shows possibil-
ities of further increasing the conversion efficiency with suitable 2D
materials for practical applications. As demonstrated here, the op-
eration principle also applies to bulk materials, which enriches the
highly nonlinear optical material selection option. Furthermore, in
principle, we can use various enhancement strategies, such as cav-
ities (44), microstructures [e.g., photonic crystal structures (45) and
metastructures (46)], and energy transfer method (47), to boost the
nonlinear optical conversion efficiency.

As mentioned, the operation principle is governed by the
angular momentum conservation law determined by the symmetry
of the crystal structure (27-29). This fully indicates the wavelength-
independent nature of our concept, which is beneficial for future
successive operations. Besides, the demonstrated simultaneous op-
eration of multiple chirality logic gates in a single device, in notable
contrast to the conventional optical and electrical logic devices that
typically perform one logic operation per device, can possibly
enable an easy way to perform multifunctional logic circuits and
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Fig. 5. Proof-of-concept demonstration of electrically controllable chirality
logic gate. (A) Schematic of the chirality logic gate based on a MoS; field-effect
transistor with two o* circularly polarized incident beams (top) and one o¢* circu-
larly polarized output beam, where S, D, and G denote the source, drain, and gate
electrodes, respectively. The ion gel acts as the gate dielectric between the gate
and source electrodes. Bottom denotes the optical image of the monolayer MoS,
channel (white rectangle) with source-drain contacts on the SiO, substrate. Scale
bar, 250 um. (B) The modulated peak intensity of FWM (orange curve) under the
gate voltage (blue curve). The two input beams are ~800 and 1036 nm with o*
polarization. The results are rescaled through min-max normalization.

networks. Furthermore, we also believe that various integrated plat-
forms [e.g., optical fibers (45) and silicon waveguides (15)] will not
only simplify the current free-space design used in our proof-of-
principle demonstration but also enhance the nonlinear optical
conversion efficiency for future large-scale integrated applications.

DISCUSSION

In conclusion, we reported a universal computing approach with
the chirality degree of freedom. Different ultrafast chirality logic
gates (XNOR, NOR, AND, XOR, OR, and NAND) and a half
adder have been reported on the basis of the optical chirality—de-
pendent selection rules. Because of the broadband feature of the
phase matching—free nonlinear optics in the atomically thin layer,
multifunction logic gates capable of simultaneous logic operation
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have also been realized in a single device. Our chirality logic gate
mechanism with a versatile selection of active materials, ultrafast
processing speed, and electrical tunability may be extended to
many data-heavy applications, such as on-chip integrated signal
and video processing across a wide spectral range.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Chiral selection rule

According to the conservation of angular momentum in nonlinear
optics such as third-harmonic generation (27), SEG (28), SHG (43),
and two-photon photoluminescence processes (26), the allowed
nonlinear processes by threefold rotational symmetry can be ex-
pressed as oouth — o/ = 3NA. As shown in the top inset of
Fig. 1A, the crystal lattice of monolayer MoS, and bulk SiO,
belongs to the threefold rotational symmetry. Therefore, (i) for
the FWM, the angular momentum conservation of a four-photon
process can be written as 6(2¢, — w2 — 204, + 0y, = 3NA. As a
result, the chiral selection rule indicates that when the two input
beams have the same chirality, the FWM beam with the same chi-
rality will be generated. FWM is forbidden when the two input
beams have opposite chirality; (ii) for the SFG, the angular momen-
tum conservation of a three-photon process can be written as o, +
wnt = O, — 0,7t = 3NA. The chiral selection rule leads to the SFG
beam with the opposite chirality allowed to emit when the two input
beams have the same chirality, and SFG is forbidden when the two
input beams have opposite chirality; (iii) for the SHG, the angular
momentum conservation of a three-photon process can be written
as 03,7t — 20, i = 3Nh. The chiral selection rule implies that the
SHG beam always has opposite chirality to the input beam.

SHG, SFG, and FWM measurements

A laser source with a repetition rate of 2 kHz from an amplified Ti:
sapphire femtosecond laser system (Spectra-Physics Solstice Ace)
generates the two input beams for the experiments (see fig. SI1).
The polarization orientation of input beam 1 is controlled by rotat-
ing the half-wave plate. After passing through a delay line system,
input beam 2 is collinearly combined with input beam 1 by a di-
chroic mirror in the time and spatial domains. Subsequently, the
two linearly polarized input beams are converted into circularly po-
larized beams by the quarter—wave plate and then focused onto the
MoS, monolayer by a 40x objective lens [numerical aperture
(NA) = 0.75, Nikon]. The generated signal pulses, including SHG,
SFG, and FWM, are collected by another 40x objective lens
(NA = 0.5, Nikon), which leads to a spectrometer (Andor) equipped
with a photomultiplier tube (Hamamatsu) connected to a lock-in
amplifier (Stanford Research Systems) to detect the generated
signals. Two 700-nm short-pass filters (Edmund) after the output
objective lens are used to cut off the input pulses. A combination
of a quarter—wave plate and a polarizer is used to analyze the chi-
rality of the signal pulses before the detector.

Electrically modulated FWM from MoS, device

For the measurement of the FWM signal under an external voltage,
the transmission configuration in fig. S1 is changed into a reflective
configuration (35), where a beam splitter is inserted between a di-
chroic mirror and the first objective lens (Obj. 1) to deflect the signal
beam from the MoS, device into a spectrometer. Figure S10 shows
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the measured FWM spectra under an external voltage V,, range of 4
or —4 V.

Sample preparation

Monolayer MoS, flakes are grown on a quartz substrate with a thick-
ness of 500 um by chemical vapor deposition (CVD). A Na,MoO,
aqueous solution (5 mg/ml) is spin-coated on the surface of the sub-
strate. The substrate is then heated at 800°C, and ~10 mg of sulfur is
heated at 170°C for 5 min in a high-purity argon atmosphere. The
optical microscope image, Raman, photoluminescence, and absorp-
tion spectra are provided in fig. S2 to identify high-quality mono-
layer MoS, flakes. The quartz used for the logic gate is c-axis cut
(Siegert wafer).

Characterization of monolayer MoS,

Figure S2A gives the optical image of the monolayer MoS, flake on
the quartz substrate, which shows a typical triangular shape.
Figure S2B shows the Raman spectrum of the monolayer MoS,
measured with a continuous-wave laser at 532 nm. The Raman
spectrum shows two characteristic peaks, which represent the in-
plane mode (E,z) and out-of-plane mode (A;y) at ~384.4 and
~404.4 cm™'. Figure S2C shows the photoluminescence spectrum
of monolayer MoS, measured with the laser at 532 nm. The photo-
luminescence spectrum exhibits two characteristic peaks corre-
sponding to the A-exciton (at ~679.9 nm) and B-exciton (at
~628.7 nm), respectively. Figure S2D shows the linear absorption
spectrum in the visible range, which presents three characteristic
peaks denoting the A-exciton (at ~678.6 nm), B-exciton (at
~629.7 nm), and C-exciton (at ~433.5 nm), respectively. The mea-
sured results demonstrate the good quality of our monolayer MoS,.

MoS, transistor fabrication

Monolayer MoS, grown on a SiO,/Si substrate by the CVD method
is used for the gated device. We pattern the source, drain, and gate
electrodes using electron-beam lithography (Vistec) and then evap-
orate Ti/Au (5/50 nm) using an electron-beam evaporator. A drop
of the ion-gel solution is cast onto the MoS, flake and the electrodes.
The ion-gel solution is a mixture of 22 mg polystyrene-b-poly(eth-
ylene oxide)-b-polystyrene (Polymer Source), 0.56 g 1-ethyl-3-
methylimidazolium bis(trifluoromethylsulfonyl)imide (Sigma-
Aldrich), and 20 ml anhydrous dichloromethane (Sigma-Aldrich).
All electrodes are wire-bonded to a printed circuit board for exter-
nal electrical control by source meters.

Supplementary Materials
This PDF file includes:

Table S1

Figs. S1 to S11

View/request a protocol for this paper from Bio-protocol.
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